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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

Tetra Tech Sustentabilidade (Tetra Tech) prepared this Environmental and Social Impact 

Assessment (ESIA) for Açu Petróleo S.A. (Açu Petróleo). The scope of this ESIA covers the 

Oil Terminal (T-Oil), located within Terminal 1 (T1) of the Açu Port Industrial Complex in the 

Municipality of São João da Barra, State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. For the purpose of this 

study, T-Oil can be divided into two main sub-projects listed below: 

 

1. The Ship to Ship (STS) oil transshipment operations at T-Oil1, the necessary 

infrastructure at the T1 and the additional infrastructure, currently on final stage of 

deployment, to support operation; 

 

2. The dredging project of T1 (i) Access Channel, (ii) Turning Basin and (iii) Berth Area. 

In addition to the dredging, which is necessary to deepen, widen and extend the 

current T1 access channel, the licensing of a new ocean disposal area for the 

dredged sediments is also covered by this sub-project. 

 

Açu Petróleo is a company controlled by Prumo Logística S.A. (Prumo), which is, in turn, 

controlled by the US private equity fund group, EIG Global Energy Partners. In November 

2015, Oiltanking GmbH (Oiltanking) acquired 20 percent of Açu Petróleo. Oiltanking is a 

key partner, recognized as an operational expert at 73 terminals in 22 countries in Europe, 

South America, North America, the Middle East, Africa, India, and Asia. 

 

T-Oil and its related infrastructure has been subject to several Environmental And Social 

Impact Assessments (ESIA) in the past and other complementary environmental and social 

studies (refer to Sections 1.4 and 8.0 for a listing of the incorporated studies). These 

studies were prepared according to the overall port development work and were approved 

by the Instituto Estadual do Ambiente (INEA, which is Rio de Janeiro’s State environmental 

agency). 

 

Note that within the scope of this ESIA, the following IFC Performance Standards and EHS 

Guidance were also considered: 

 

● Performance Standard 1: Assessment and Management of Environmental and Social 

Risks and Impacts;  

● Performance Standard 2: Labor and Working Conditions;  

● Performance Standard 3: Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention;  

● Performance Standard 4: Community Health, Safety, and Security;   

● Performance Standard 6: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Management of 

Living Natural Resources 

                                                 
1 T-Oil will begin STS operations between smaller vessels (Suezmax or Aframax) before the deepening 
dredging subproject starts, and will continue simultaneously with the dredging once it begins.  
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● IFC General Guidelines on the Environment, Health, and Safety (IFC General EHS 

Guidelines); 

● IFC Environment, Health, and Safety Guidelines for Ports, Harbors, and Terminals 

(IFC EHS Guidelines for Ports); 

● IFC Environmental, Health, and Safety Guidelines for Offshore Oil and Gas 

Development (IFC EHS Guidelines for Offshore Oil); 

● IFC Environmental, Health, and Safety Guidelines for Crude Oil and Petroleum 

Product Terminals (IFC EHS Guidelines for Oil Terminals). 

 

1.1 EXISTING AÇU PORT INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX OVERVIEW 

 

This section presents information on the infrastructure works completed and underway in 

the Açu Port Industrial Complex, in order to provide the context to T-Oil with respect to its 

surrounding area.  

 

Located in the Municipality of São João da Barra, in the Northern Region of the State of Rio 

de Janeiro, the Açu Port Industrial Complex is the largest private port project in the 

Americas. It comprises an area of 90 square kilometers (km²), including 17 kilometers (km) 

of quay, and was designed based on a modern port layout with two Terminals - Terminal 1 

(T1) and Terminal 2 (T2).  

 

The Açu Port Industrial Complex is within two industrial areas. The first industrial area is the 

Industrial District of São João da Barra (DISJB), which was created by the State of Rio de 

Janeiro, managed by the Industrial Development Company of the State of Rio de Janeiro 

(CODIN) and developed by Prumo in partnership with other industrial and energy sector 

companies. The second industrial area is the Açu Port Special Sector (SEPA), located in 

the Economic Development Macro-zone established by Municipal Law No. 357/2015, which 

is the law that regulates the occupation and use of land and herein established the Master 

Plan for São João da Barra. T-Oil is located in T1 of Açu Port, which is located within 

SEPA. 

 

The Açu Port Industrial Complex, as well as DISJB and SEPA boundaries, including T1 and 

T2 and their installations are shown in FIGURE 1.1-1. The existence of available area for 

new industrial projects that are contiguous to the existing port facilities is a competitive 

logistical advantage for the Açu Port Industrial Complex. 
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