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PORT QASIM AUTHORITY ACT, 1973

(Act XLIIT OF 1973)

An Act to provide for the establishment of the Port mQasim Authority
(Gazette of Pakistan, Extraordinary, Part 1, 29 June 1973)

The following Act of the National Assembly received the assent of the President

on the 22 June, 1973, and is hereby published of general information:-

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the establishment of an Authority for

making all arrangements for the planning, development and management of Muhammad
Bin Qasim Port at Phitti Creek, hereinafter referred to as Port Qasim, and associated
facilities and industrics and for matters incidental thereto:-

It 1s hereby enacted as follows:-
CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY
Short title, extent and commencement.—
(1) This Act may be called the Port Qasim Authority Act, 1973.
(2)  Itextends to the whole of the Port area.
(3) It shall come into force at once.

Definitions:- In this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context:-

(a)  “agency” means any department or organization of the Federal
Government or a Provincial Government and includes a corporation or other body
set up or controlled by such Government;

(b)  “Authority” means the Port Qasim Authority established under section 4;

(¢)  “building” includes any factory, industrial and business establishment
shop, godown, warchouse, house, outhouse, hut, hutment, shed, garage, stable,
well or platform and any other structure, whether meant for residential or business
purposes or not, made of masonry, bricks, wood, mud, thatch, metal or any other
material, but does not include a temporary structure made for purposes connected
with agriculture;
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Control of Federal Government over acts and proceedings of Board.-All acts
and proceedings of the Board shall be subject to the control of the Federal
Government and the Federal Government may suspend or modify any such acts or
proceedings.

Transfer of Phitti Creek Project Cell to the Authority.- (1) Notwithstanding
anything to the contrary in any contract or agreement or in the conditions of
service, the Federal Government may, subject to the provisions of subsection (2),
transfer persons in the service of Pakistan serving in the Phitti Creek project Cell,
hereinafter referred to as the Cell, under the department of the Government
headed by the Director-General, Ports and Shipping, immediately before the
commencement of this Act to the Authority on the same terms and conditions to
which they were entitled immediately before such commencement.

(2).  Notwithstanding anything in subsection (1), only such persons serving in
the Cell shall be transferred to the Authority as opt for service in the Authority.

(3)  No persons in the service of Pakistan who is transferred to the Authority
under subsection (1), shall, notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the
time being in force, be entitled to any compensation because of such transfer.

Responsibilities of Master, regarding damages and declaration., etc.-The
Master, agent, and owner of a vessel, shall, severally, and jointly, be responsible
for :-

(a)  any damage caused to the property and servants of the Port, whether
within Ports’s limits or in the approaches, by their vessel or servants. Such
vessel shall be detained by the Authority till such time the cost of the
damage as determined by the Authority is paid;

(b)  any mis-declaraton of particulars of a vessel and for disobeying the
parameters specified for handling of vessels in Port Qasim Harbour, and
shall be liable to a penalty as determined and notified by the Authority
form time to time; and

(c)  the sinking or grounding of any vessel or causing damage to any other
vessel in the port limits or approaches, caused by their vessel of their
servants, and for removal of the sunk, ground or damaged vessel at their
own risk and cost, failing which, the Authority may salvage or remove
such vessel out of the port’s limits and the cost of such removal shall be
recoverable from the sale proceeds of such vessel.

Port to be pollution free, etc- (1)  The Authority shall be responsible
for maintaining the marine environments of the port’s limit in order to ensure that
the sea, land, an air is free from pollution.
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(2)  No Owner, Agent or Master of a vessel, or any industry, manufacturing
establishment, mill, factory or any kind, cargo handling company, terminal
operator, ete,. shall discharge any solid or liquid, waste, oily, noxious radioactive
and hazardous substances, bilge discharges, residues and mixtures containing
noxious solid and liquid wastes, de-blasting of un-washed cargo tanks and line
washing, garbage, emission of any effluent or waste or air pollution or noise in
any amount concentration or level in excess of the National Environmental
Quality Standards, or standards, which may be specified, form time to time, by
the Authority for Port limits.

(3)  Any person contravening the provisions of sub-section (2) shall be liable
to penalty as determined and notified by the authority from time to time for each
contravention in addition to the charges for cleaning of the Port and removal of
pollution thereform.

Environmental Pollution etc.- (1) No proponent of a project shall
commence construction or operation unless he has filed with this Authority as
initial environmental examination or, where the project is likely to cause an
adverse environmental effect, an environment impact assessment, and has
obtained form the authority approval in respect thereof.

(2)  The Authority shall:-

(a)  review the initial environmental examination and accord its approval, or
required submission of an Environmental Impact Assessment by the
proponent; or

(b)  review the Environmental Impact Assessment and accord its approval
subject to such condition as it may deem fit to impose, or require that the
Environment Impact Assessment be re-submitted after such modification
as may be stipulated. J*

Dissolution of Authority and transfer of its assets and liabilities.-(1) The
Federal Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, declare that the
authority shall be dissolved on such date as may be specified in such notification,
and the Authority shall stand dissolved accordingly.

(2)  On an from the said date —

@ @ all properties, funds and dues placed at the disposal of the
Authority by the Federal Government; and

(i)  all properties, funds and dues exchanged for, derived from, or
otherwise attributable to, the properties, funds and dues referred in
the clause (i), which immediately before the said date, were held
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by or were realisable by the authority shall vest, in, and be
realisable by, the Federal Government;

all properties, funds and dues, other than those referred to in sub clause
(a), which, immediately before the said date, were vested in or were
realisable by the Authority shall vest in and be realizable by the Federal
Government or such agency as the Federal Government may determine,
and its decision thereon shall be final;

all liabilities which, immediately before the said date, were enforceable
against the Authority shall be assumed by and be enforceable against the
Federal Government or such agency as the Federal Government or such
agency as the Federal Government or by the agency determines under
clause (b) as the case may be;

for the purpose of completing the execution of any scheme which has not
been fully executed by the Authority and of realizing properties funds and
dues referred to in clauses (a) and (b), the functions of the Authority
under this Act shall be discharged by the federal Government or by the
agency determined by the Federal Government under clause (b), as the
case may be;

the agency referred to in clauses (b), (c) and (d) shall keep such accounts

of all moneys respectively received and expended by it under this Act as a
Federal Government may prescribe.

Amendment made vide Port Qasim Authority (Amendment) Ordinance,
2002
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